RACE SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT

13th December, 2005
They say time flies when you’re having fun. It’s hard to believe that this is the second “Race Secretary’s” report for Bayside because it seems like only yesterday that I reported that Jared Goldthorpe had won Bayside’s first State Championship (NSW Distance Championship – 29/30 November 2003). It seems even more amazing that since that time (a mere 2 very short years ago), Bayside swimmers have won a further 52 State Championships (plus 28 silver, 35 bronze medals at State level) AND set 33 State and Metropolitan records!!! 

This is a pretty impressive statistic and one that few (if any) new or even existing NSW clubs could claim to match in just two short years. So from a competitive swimming viewpoint it would be fair to say that our first two years have been VERY successful. More importantly this has not been to the detriment of our clubs charter of providing opportunities for all levels of swimmer. Our “club night” swimming has continued to flourish and provide fun racing and enjoyment for all of our swimmers and our ocean swimming continues to be very popular with everyone. This is certainly good news for the future of our club.
So how did we fare in season 2004/05 ?  - again, very well. A summary of some of the results includes:

· Bayside swimmers attended 45 carnivals (43 in 2004) and held 4 time trials (2 in 2004).  73 of our registered swimmers attended carnivals.

· In excess of $14,000 was spent on meet entries this year.
CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
(I have include the 2003/04 year results in brackets for comparison)

· 2004 NSW Metropolitan Long Course (December 2004)
A team of 21 (22) swimmers competed in 78 (66) individual events.  Bayside came away with 6 (4) Gold, 1 (3) Silver, 3 (1) Bronze and 25 (19) top 10 finishes.   Our swimmers managed 52 pb’s and Bayside came 13th (11th) overall and was the top eastern suburbs club.

· 2005 NSW State Age Long Course (January 2005) 
A team of 26 (21) swimmers competed in 96 (85) individual events. 7 (4) Gold, 4 (3) Silver, 2 (3) Bronze, 29 (34) top 10 finishes.  We came 17rh overall and were the top eastern suburbs club.

· 2005 NSW State Open (February)
We had 7 swimmers competing in 28 individual events. No top 10 finishes but some good swims in this very strong open competition.
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· 2005 ACT Age Championships (March)
12 (5) Gold, 6 (2) Silver, 3 (5) Bronze and 54 (52) top 10 finishes from a team of only 14 (11) competing in 76 individual events.

· 2005 Telstra Australian Trials (March)
Ifa Paea qualified to swim in the 100m butterfly at this major (National open) meet. This was a fantastic effort by Ifa.
· Speedo Sprint Finals (March)
We had 12 swimmers qualify in 41 events. 8 of our swimmers qualified for the finals and we won 3 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze medals.
· 2005 Fisher & Paykel Australian Age Championships (April)
At our second National Championships we fielded a team of 12 (6) swimmers – Ifa Paea, Jack Emery, Jared Goldthorpe, Lucas and Patrick Stepniak, Matt Johnstone, Pat McFadyen, Hannah Griffin, Milly McGuinness, Georgia Fayn, Grace McGuinness and Nicole O’Brien.  The team swam really well with Ifa (100 fly) and Jared (200 back) making finals and the boys 14/under making both free and medley relay finals. Special mention to Hannah Griffin and Milly McGuinness who both qualified for their first National Age as 12 year olds in the 13/under age group.
· School swimming (Jan – April)

Bayside swimmers also achieved some outstanding results in their respective school swimming year. An amazing 22 Bayside swimmers (representing their various schools) won through the tough qualifying criteria to reach State level Championships (either NSW PSSA or NSW All Schools). Hannah Griffin, Lachlan Reid and Jared Goldthorpe all won three or more events at these Championships (and all broke NSW Schools records along the way). The culmination of the schools swimming program was selection of the NSW Schools Swimming Team for the Pacific School Games. 4 Bayside swimmers gained selection in the NSW Team for this big event (further details elsewhere). A number of Bayside swimmers also tasted success as part of school relays at the Primary Schools State Championships with the Waverley College Senior boys relay made up entirely of Bayside swimmers taking gold and just missing the long standing State record.
· 2005 NSW Metropolitan Short Course Championships (July)

A team of 26 (22) swimmers in 101 (68) individual events won 5 (4) Gold, 3 (6) Silver, 1 (2) Bronze and had 40 (30) top 10 finishes.  We finished 9th (10th) overall and once again were the top eastern suburbs club. Lachlan Reid set a NSW Metropolitan record in the 11yrs 100m Backstroke.
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· 2005 Queensland State Short Course Championships (July)
Well, where does one begin with this one? This was our clubs first major championship “tour” with a big team of swimmers (excluding National Age which is generally a smaller team). It was a huge success on a number of levels. The trip was styled on a representative team tour format with a small group of parents (management) and the coach. An outline of the tour has previously been distributed but a summary of the results makes enjoyable reading:
20 swimmers

130 events – 89 pb’s (67%)

28 medals won (6 gold, 7 silver, 15 bronze medals)

11 out of 20 swimmers won a medal

Pleasingly, quite a few swimmers won medals at State level for the first time. It allowed some really great team bonding to occur and our club profile was significantly enhanced by the very strong performance of the club as a whole. Hopefully we can do this meet again in 2006.

· 2005 NSW State Open Short Course Championships (July)

Only 2 (5) swimmers contested this Open Championship due to many being in Qld for the above Championships. Hannah Griffin and Ifa Paea competed in 6 individual events with Hannah winning a bronze medal in the 13/under 400 free.

· Bayside (inaugural) Invitational Skins (August)
Brainchild of Steve (Thinskin) McFadyen and Fiona (Plunger) Friend, our first invitational “skins” meet was a huge success. Aquadot, Aquaburn, and Bayside (Aquashaw) competed in this exciting teams based format with the home team taking victory by the narrowest of margins in the last race. This event will hopefully become a regular feature on the calendar. 

· Bayside Club Championships (September)
Lots of placings at this one!! Our second Club Championship was well attended with 61 swimmers competing and 73 new club records being set. It’s certainly encouraging to see the level of competition at this event and the times are of a very high standard for a club competition.
· 2005 NSW State Age Short Course Championships (September)

Once again, this was a very successful meet with a large contingent qualifying.   We had a team of 31 (28) swimmers in 106 (93) individual events.  Bayside finished with 4 (14) Gold, 5 (1) Silver and 5 (1) Bronze. We had 45 (32) top 10 finishes and came 11th (10th) overall as well as being the most successful eastern suburbs club.  It was particularly pleasing to see some of our younger swimmers (Jamie Bargenda & Emma Reid – both 9 years) win medals at State level for the first time. 
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REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS
Bayside had a number of swimmers achieve representative honors during the year. 
· Milly McGuinness was selected in the NSW Swimming 12 years IM Squad

· Jared Goldthorpe, Milly McGuinness, Hannah Griffin and Lachlan Reid were selected in the NSW Pacific School Games Team.

· DRAC coach, Jon Shaw was one of the coaches for the NSW State of Origin series and also traveled to Melbourne for the Pacific School Games (where he also finally managed to win a game of golf)
Pacific School Games: The achievements of the Bayside swimmers at the PSG was outstanding with all achieving pb’s in their events and Hannah Griffin and Milly McGuinness winning individual medals. This event is held only every 4 years and is modeled on the Commonwealth Games with 30 Pacific Region Countries competing against the States and Territories of Australia in swimming, Track & Field, Basketball and Diving. Having 4 swimmers in the NSW Team is a wonderful achievement for our club.
RECORDS

Three of our Bayside swimmers set a number of records this year. Some of these were in “schools events”.
Jared Goldthorpe

· NSW All-Schools Record 15 yrs 100m Freestyle
· NSW All-Schools Record 15 yrs 400m Freestyle
Hannah Griffin
· ACT All-Comers Record 11yrs 200 Backstroke
· NSW All-Schools Record 12 yrs 50m Butterfly
· NSW All-Schools Record 12 yrs 100m Backstroke
· NSW All-Schools Record 12 yrs 100m Butterfly
· NSW Schools Record 50m Butterfly
· NSW SC Record 12 yrs 50m Butterfly
· NSW  SC Record 12 yrs 100m Butterfly
· NSW Record 12 yrs 4 x 50m Freestyle Relay (NSW Team)
· NSW Record 12 yrs 4 x 50m Medley Relay (NSW Team)
Lachlan Reid

· ACT All–Comers Record  10yrs 50 Freestyle 
· ACT All-Comers Record 10yrs/under 200 IM 
· NSW Metropolitan SC Record  11yrs 100m Backstroke
· NSW All-Schools Record 12 yrs 100m Backstroke

· NSW Record 12 yrs 4 x 50m Medley Relay  (NSW Team)
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STOP PRESS…….

Although this news is officially for the 2006 report year, it is so fantastic that I have to report it now.

Bayside swimmer, Rick Pendleton has broken a WORLD RECORD at the US National Championships (SWD class) in the 200m Breaststroke (10 Dec 2005).   He swam 2:40.68.   A huge congratulations to Rick from everyone. 

BAYSIDES FIRST WORLD RECORD !!!!

COACHES
Where would we be without the consistent and high quality care of our coaches? We’d all like to believe that our genes are the primary factor in any successes of our children (at least Mitchell and Lindsay like to believe that) but it would be a long shot that so many genetically high range parents would seemingly gather together at one club by chance. So the coaches obviously are the catalyst for the successful improvements of so many of our swimmers. Jon, Gino, and Mark have provided truly outstanding coaching for our swimmers and their contribution to the many success stories (at all levels) cannot be underestimated. A special mention must be made of Jon Shaw. Jon has regularly traveled to the many swimming meets which our swimmers have attended. He has consistently and freely given his time far beyond any reasonable expectation. He has a true passion for the sport and we are both grateful and very lucky to have him involved in our children’s lives. He not only advices (tells) us which carnivals to attend, but also tries to get to the various school swimming meets as well. 
